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What Shall It Profit? 


What is my chief ambition for my child? 


A strong physical body? We rightly delight 
in seeing our sons and daughters well and 
strong. We see that they are properly inocu- 
lated; that their diets are well balanced; that 
their clothing is suitable for protection and 
from a hygenic standpoint. 


A good education? How we long that our 
child shall have all of the advantages of the 
best schools. On every hand there are evidences 
of the blessings which come from proper basic 
and advanced training. 

Financial security? Many of us have worked 
hard that our children might have things de- 
nied us as children. Most of us take our insur- 
ance programs which are calculated to meet the 
needs of our children through college and we 
are anxious that they should secure well paying 
positions after graduation. 


Social success? Nothing pleases us more than 
that our children should be popular and sought 
after. If they acquire social graces and use 
them to advantage it makes us happy, and rec- 
ognition in the various fields of secular and civic 
_activities adds to our gratification. 


These are all worthy ambitions to have for 
our children. There is nothing wrong with them 
and there is much that is good. 


Of course a strong body is desirable but it is 
not of first importance for some of God's great- 
est saints have lived their days in bodies which 
were diseased and racked with pain. 

A good education is certainly to be desired 
but let us beware that we do not offer our 
children to the Molech of a secularized and 
paganized educational institution where God is 
denied, ignored, or patronized and where there 
is a form of godliness which denies the power 
of true Christian faith. 


We all strive for some degree of financial 
security but we live in days when there is an 
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insidious temptation to exchange personal free- 
dom and initiative for a socialized program 
which saps away vital traits of character and 
at the same time mortgages the future beyond 
redemption. 


That our children should be successful and 
popular can be a worthy ambition for us to 
have for them but it too carries the vital limi- 
tation that social success shall not be bought 
at the price of spiritual compromise. We live 
in a world alien to Christ and only too often 
we confuse civilization and social graces with 
Christianity, . . . they can be an eternity apart. 


What then should be our chief ambition for 
our children? What should they see in us and 
sense as our chief desire for them? The answer 
is obvious, but its execution requires the work 
of God’s grace in our hearts. Our chief aim for 
our children should be that they know the living 
Christ as the Saviour from sin and the Lord of 
life. 


To say this sounds trite and it seems obvious. 
But to put it into practice is more than difficult 
and again we say that it can only be carried 
out by the wisdom and grace which is bestowed 
by God alone. 


At every step there is the temptation to com- 
promise, to place some other consideration — 
often perfectly worthy in itself — first. A time 
may come when a clear-cut decision must be 
made between God’s will and educational, finan- 
cial or social considerations which loom up as 
so very important, and on that decision may 
rest the future of your child. 


The only way whereby such decisions may 
be reached is through a surrendered will and 
a willing heart. God never fails those who earn- 
estly and honestly seek His will. When we make 
our child’s future a matter of constant and 
importunate prayer we may have no fear for 
God will surely guide aright. 

“For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 


—L.N.B. 
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Fifteen Years 


With this issue we begin our sixteenth year 
of publication. 


From its very beginning it has been the 
prayer of the editors that this magazine might 
be used to glorify God, honor His Word, 
strengthen faith, win souls and in all of this 
to advance the work of God’s Kingdom. 


We are painfully aware of the fact that we 
have not always succeeded in this ideal, for 
there have been times when we have made 
mistakes, when we have lacked judgment. 


We have earnestly sought that which is best 
for our church and this has been a constructive 
wish. In our time there are never ending pres- 
sures being exerted from without, and in some 
cases from within, which tend to lead us into 
unfruitful emphases. 


For the individual Christian, and for the 
Church, there are the ever recurring tempta- 
tions to emphasize the minor instead of the 
najor; the temporal for the eternal and to sub- 
stitute for the eternal verities of the Christian 
message other things which may be good in 
themselves but which are under no circum- 
stances a substitute for the Gospel itself. 


It is the constant aim of the editors to share 
in keeping the eyes of our readers on our King, 
Saviour and Lord and on the great task which 
He has assigned to His Church. 


We crave the prayers of our readers as we be- 
gin a new year of publication and we will al- 
ways welcome suggestions, advice and construc- 
tive criticism. 


Also, if you enjoy the Journal please tell 
others about it. 


—The Editors. 





“T Think” 


The ability to think, to study, to evaluate 
and to come to conclusions is a God-given privi- 
lege to man. It is also important to realize that 
such a privilege carries with it both obligations 
and responsibilities. 

Does this mean that man may rightly ration- 


alize himself and his attitudes away from God? 
Are there not certain rules which must govern 
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our thoughts and conclusions, just as there are 

rules which govern our actions? 


One might rationalize himself into an atti- 
tude which would lead to breaking God’s moral 
laws. When such is the case there is obviously 
something wrong somewhere. 


Whether in the realm of thought or action 
there are certain God ordained laws which are 
to be accepted as the rules of both reason and 
living. 

We recently had occasion to come into close 
contact with a brilliant young man, one capable 
of both study and action far beyond that of 
the average individual. He has been a deep 
student of the Bible and of books about the 
Bible. His conclusions about many things taught 
in the Scriptures are at complete variance with 
the Bible. 


In speaking of some of the great doctrines 
of Christianity — not matters of minor impor- 
tance but those having to do with the person 
and work of Christ — he would say: “I think 
it is this way,” and then deny a truth taught 
clearly and repeatedly in the Scriptures. 


Is man bound by the Scriptures? Are there 
new revelations or new findings of scholarship 
which negate that which the Bible teaches about 
God’s Son and that which He has done? 


We believe Paul gives us the answer in these 
words: “Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowl- 
edge of God, and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 

—L.N.B. 
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How To Conduct a World Missions 
Conference In The Local Church 


By Dr. J. P. McCallie 
McCallie School, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


At the request of Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, Field 
Secretary of the Board of World Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and of Dr. 
D. J. Cumming, Educational Secretary of the 
Board, I am putting down some thoughts as 
to the planning for, and conducting of a World 
Missions Conference in a church. I presume 
it is because we have conducted five such con- 
ferences in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Chattanooga, and are planning for a sixth con- 
ference at which time all 14 Southern Presby- 
terian Churches in Chattanooga will conduct 
simultaneously a World Missions Conference 
in each church with a goal set to raise their 
own definite objective in missionary support. 


It was back in 1952 when a group of the 
elders were impressed with what was happening 
in two great churches in America — Dr. Oswald 
Smith’s Peoples’ Church in Toronto, Canada; 
and Dr. H. J. Ockenga’s Park Street Church in 
Boston, Massachusetts. Both of these churches 
had been putting on World Missions Confer- 
ences for a number of years, and every year 
had increased their giving and the number of 
missionaries supported, until at that time, the 
Toronto Church was supporting more than 200 
missionaries, and the Park Street Church in 
Boston more than 100 missionaries. Since then, 
by these annual conferences, they have grown 
until now the Toronto Church is supporting 
more than 300 missionaries, and the Boston 
Church more than 200 missionaries. At the 
same time, these churches were conducting con- 
ferences for higher education and were taking 
care of their home mission obligations and all 
of their current expenses for the local church and 
beneficence of every kind; not even the pastor’s 
salary was ignored. In other words, putting 
missions first, where it belonged as the chief 
objective of the church, kept all other things 
in their proportionate place and they were 
properly cared for more than ever before. 


We proposed to the Session that the pastor 
be authorized to appoint a committee on World 
Missions representative of the whole church 
to study what was being done in these two 
churches, and to see if we could not emulate 
them in a greater missionary program. It was 
not because we did not already have a mission- 
ary program. In fact, we were giving $16,000 
to foreign missions with 1] missionaries under 
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our support, which was far better than the 
average church in the Assembly. The Laymen’s 
Club of the church had been formed in 1912 
immediately after the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement Convention in Chattanooga of that 
year, and had supported missionaries in Africa 
ever since. Our church had approximately 2,000 
membership and was amply able to do better 
than it was doing. It needed the inspiration 
and incentive, and that is what a World Missions 
Conference will do in the local church. 


The Session approved, and the committee was 
appointed. This committee was divided into 
sub-committees, which would differ according 
to need, size of church, and length of confer- 
ence. Our subcommittees of about five to ten 
members each at our last 2 or 3 conferences 
have been: 1. Prayer, 2. Program, 3. Publicity, 
!. Attendance, 5. Ushering, 6. Finance (Ex- 
penses), 7. Music, 8. Arrangements, 9. Local 
Missions, 10. Entertainment, 11. Books and 
Literature, 12. Missionary Support, 13. Films 
and Movies, 14. Exhibits and Decorations, 
15. Mission Fund ‘Treasurer (appointed apart 
from Church Benelicence Treasurer) . 


A word about the expenses of such a con- 
ference might be helpful. The expenses are 
whatever you make them and will vary with 
the length of the conference, the distance your 
speakers have to travel, the number of mis- 
sionaries and candidates on the program. We 
set out with several principles: (1) We would 
spare no expense to make a thoroughly inspir- 
ing program. (2) We would not cause expense 
to our Board of World Mission. (3) We would 
try to raise the expenses of the conference by 
free will offerings taken at each meeting. (4) 
Any unmet balance would be taken care of by 
a few individuals underwriting it as part of 
their missionary offering. We took care of all 
traveling and entertainment expenses of all 
leaders, missionaries, and candidates with ex- 
ception of travel expense of Secretaries of the 
Board, which the Board always cares for. An 
honorarium was given only to the leader of 
the conference, such as Dr. Oswald Smith and 
Dr. H. J. Ockenga. The first conference cost 
about $1,000 and the sixth one will probably 
cost about $3,000, when we shall have 6 leaders, 
12 missionaries, 12 candidates, and 14 churches 


participating. It is the most productive money 
a church can spend. 
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At our first conference we proceeded at once 
to secure Dr. Oswald Smith at a time when 
we could get a number of missionaries, namely 
in the fall of the year different from the regular 
time for emphasis on foreign missions, when 
the missionaries would be in great demand all 
over the church and it would be impossible to 
secure a goodly number of them. We were 
afraid to do more than to try for a half-week’s 
meeting — beginning Wednesday night and 
closing Sunday night. We felt that to have 
the leadership of a man who had succeeded in 
his own church and had also helped Dr. 
Ockenga to succeed in the Park Street Church 
and start the missionary convention idea would 
be a great incentive to us, and it proved to be 
so. Our pastor, Dr. James L. Fowle, was heartily 
behind the project. Dr. C. D. Fulton, our 
Executive Secretary, rendered us a great service. 
He and his wife came and spoke several times. 
Dr. Oswald Smith spoke every day. Our pro- 
gram ran something like this: 10:30 each morn- 
ing — missionary addresses and the _ five- 
minute motivation speech of a candidate; a 
lunch at the church at noon, after which there 
was either a brief speech by a missionary show- 
ing slides of his work or a missionary film for 
the young people; Dr. Oswald Smith spoke in 
the morning and in the evening, and three 
times on the last Sunday. In later programs, 
when we have had a whole week’s services, we 
have begun at 11:00 o’clock with two missionary 
addresses; and at noon, our main leader; 
and then a lunch at 1:00 o’clock; followed by 
some brief film; and a 7:30 meeting at night 
for everybody. 


Some smaller churches have varied this pro- 
gram, having meetings only at night. The Deca- 
tur, Georgia, church found it advisable to have 
a morning service for their young high school 
pupils before they went off to school, and had 
great success with these breakfast meetings. At 
our first half-week meeting, we had some 7 
missionaries and 8 candidates. There are four 
essential things, it seems to me, that will make 
a missionary conference a good success. First, 
one leader who will go through the whole con- 
ference and bring the principal addresses from 
the Word of God as to the place of missions in 
the life of the church. These addresses, more or 
less, are Bible lessons; exposition of Scripture; 
if possible, illustrations from the mission field 
as to the great need. Second, consecrated mis- 
sionaries, who have spent some time on the 
field and are enthusiastic about their mission 
work and the spiritual plan of winning men 
to Christ. If possible, the field should be varied 
—not all of them from one or two fields, but 
several fields indicated. Also, if possible, educa- 
tion, medical, evangelistic, and agricultural work 
should be represented. This is not always pos- 
sible, nor is it necessary. ‘The third requisite 
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is good candidates — young men and women 
who have a real call to the mission field and 
are devoted to giving this testimony of why 
the Lord has called them to the field — what 
is leading them out of a life of freedom and 
ease and wealth in America to go to a life of 
hardship and difficulty and trial in the foreign 
field. Usually, we gave these candidates only 
5 minutes’ time, and they were able to tell in 
that time how the Lord had called them into 
the work. Entertaining these missionaries and 
candidates in the homes of the church is of 
great value. And fourth, but by no means least, 
is the giving the people an opportunity to ex- 
press themselves after these impressions have 
been made. This is done on the last day. Usually 
the next-to-last day before the end of the con- 
ference, envelopes are given out and the people 
are asked to think what the Lord would have 
them do about this call to the great mission 
work of the church — the primary call that 
the Lord placed upon his church. 


Dr. Oswald Smith had a number of slogans 
that were put on the wall. I remember several 
of them: “Every Christian is a missionary and 
must go or send a substitute.” “Why should 
anyone hear the Gospel twice before everyone 
has heard it once.” “Only this generation can 
reach this generation.” Maps, flags of different 
countries represented, pictures, a book stand, 
and leaflets from the Board of World Missions 
available to the people help to give this im- 
pression. And then the expression is made in 
definite statements of intention. They are not 
really pledges, they are a statement of inten- 
tions that in cooperation with others, they feel 
led to give so much each month. The specially- 
printed envelopes state on the right hand side 
amounts beginning from $100 a month down to 
$1.00 a month, and then a blank "% for any 
amount anyone sees fit to put in. A space in 
the main body of the envelope decides the name, 
address, and the wording of the intention and 
what the total would amount to in a year’s time. 
When people see that $1.00 a month would 
amount to $12.00 a year and all they have given 
to missions before is only $1.00, they can realize 
that they can many times multiply their gifts, 
if they would definitely put aside every month 
something for the Lord’s work in making His 
Son known to the uttermost parts. 


A thrilling scene is enacted on the last Sun- 
day. Immediately after the morning service— 
when all of the Sunday School classes have had 
missionaries or candidates in them during the 
Sunday School period—and the sermon has 
been preached, an opportunity is given for the 
people to make their pledges—i.e., to express 
their intentions. All of the deacons and many 
others pressed into the service, go up and down 
the aisles with the envelopes putting one in 
the hands of every member, and then taking 
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up those that have been filled out and signed. 
These are brought over to the lobby of the 
church, where they are added up and sent in 
to the leader of the convention. There the 
amounts merely — no names — are read out, 
and the totals are given. And as the totals 
run up way past what has been given any other 
year, great enthusiasm takes place. In the staid 
old First Presbyterian Church of Chattanooga, 
nothing had ever been seen like this before. 
But it is worthwhile for people to get heated 
up for missions—it is something to be concerned 
about. 


The record of the five World Mission Con- 
ferences held in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Chattanooga, Tennessee, with the dates and 
the amounts, and the missionaries supported 
and the recruits secured, is indicative of the 
success of a World Missions Conference in the 
local church. Without a doubt, it is the best 
way to stir a congregation and show them the 
great reality of the needy field, of the success 
of the work, and of the Divine command, and 
of the joy that results in undertaking to do 
adequately the work the Lord has asked us to do. 

Record of Five World Missions Conferences. 
First Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Giftsto Missionaries Recruits 
Conference Date Foreign Receiving Secured 
Year End of Nov. Missions Support 
1952 Before Ist Conf. $16,527 1] 
1953 Year after Ist Conf. $23,737 18 
1954 Year after 2nd Conf. $41,809 26 
1955 Year after 3rd Conf. $63,000 
1956 Year after 4th Conf. $81,100 
1957 Year after 5th Conf. $96,050* 


*(Now being given) 


The First Presbyterian Church is concentrat- 
ing on the missionaries and missions supported 
by our Southern Presbyterian Board of World 
Missions. However, only those funds going to 
the approved objectives of the Board can be 
reported to the Presbytery and that is why the 
figures given above will not be exactly those 
recorded in the General Assembly’s minutes. All 
of the above went to the support of Foreign 
Missions and the vastly greater proportion to 
the work of our own Board, but these figures 
also include amounts given directly to mission- 
aries and for Conference expenses. The most 
thrilling results of the World Missions Con- 
ference in the local church is the gift of life- 
recruits from our own young people and next 
the great increase in prayer for the individual 
missionaries as their letters and visits come back 
to the supporting church. The effect on the 
missionaries and young appointees (candidates) 
is most pronounced and their hearts are greatly 
encouraged as they realize the church at home 
is really back of them more than just by finan- 
cial support. Why not try a World Missions Con- 
ference in your own Church? 
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LETTERS sl) 


To the Editor: 


The Minority Report of the Interchurch Rela- 
tions Committee (Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
March 13, 1957) not only contained much valu- 
able information concerning the activities and 
principles of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, but it also pinpointed very 
objectively some of the glaring foibles of this 
body. However, in our opinion, the value of the 
Report is gravely impaired by the unfortunate lan- 
guage concerning the N. C. C.’s position on racial 
matters. Under the closing section labelled “Sum- 
mary and Recommendations” the Report takes issue 
with the following N. C. C. pronouncement ‘Racial 
prejudice in any and all forms is contrary to the 
will and design of God. It is not merely bad, un- 
fortunate, unrighteous — it is sin.” 








The Report makes this countering comment on 
the above statement: “The Church leadership of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church has declared that 
there is room for a wide variety of beliefs on 
this subject.” 


We take vigorous exception to this injudicious 
and unmeasured observation and feel that surely 
the drafters of the Report really didn’t mean what 
they said or didn’t say what they meant. Because 
of the fallibility of human judgment, we can per- 
haps allow ‘‘a wide variety of beliefs’ on the sub- 
ject of racial segregation. But as Christians we 
ean hardly accord such liberty concerning “racial 
prejudice.” Possibly the drafters of the Minority 
Report assumed that by “racial prejudice’ the 
N. C. C. meant “racial segregation.” 


Whether or not this is the case, the N. C. C. pro- 
nouncement quoted in the Report does not do any- 
thing more than brand “racial prejudice” as sin. 
Could any enlightened Christian disagree? I hard- 
ly think so. Certainly not the good men who 
framed the Minority Report! They are all men of 
much better Christian judgment. It is most re- 
grettable their language at this point does not re- 
flect that judgment. We trust they will not allow 
their otherwise excellent report to be damaged fur- 
ther by failing to revise it at this juncture. 


It is noteworthy that every major denomination- 
al body in the South (even those strongly opposed 
to the N. C. C.), has issued strongly worded state- 
ments condemning racial prejudice. On this, all 
authentic believers can hardly afford not to be 
unanimous. 

Rev. George Scotchmer, 
Galveston, Texas 
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LESSON FOR MAY 12 By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Abraham And His God 


Background Scripture: Genesis 12; 15-17; 22 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 105:1-15 


Abraham was both a “servant” and a “friend” of God. (See Psalm 105:6, where he is called servant, 
and II Chronicles 20:7, and Isaiah 41:8, where he is called friend). Jesus said to His disciples, “Ye 
are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you,” and, “Henceforth, I call you not servants, for 
the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth; but I have called you friends; for all things that I 
have heard of my Father I have made known unto you.” The relationship between Abraham and 


his God was a very close and personal one. 
As a servant Abraham was obedient; as a friend 
God communed with him and revealed many 
wonderful things to him. There are few, if 
any, men in the Bible who lived in closer 
fellowship with God than this man of faith. 


I. The Call and the Promise: Chapter 12. 


It would appear from the use of the past 
tense of the verb in verse one of this chapter, 
(The Lord had said), that this call came while 
his father Terah was still alive and that the 
family — Terah and Abram, Lot and Sarai — 
started for the land of Canaan and came as 
far as Haran where Terah died. After the 
death of his father Abram continued his journey 
into Canaan with Lot, his brother’s son, Sarai, 
his wife, and all the souls that he had gotten 
in Haran. 


The promise to Abram was threefold; make 
of thee a great nation; .bless thee and make 
thy name great; thou shalt be a blessing. This 
last part is enlarged in verse three: “and in 
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 
This is the promise of the Coming Messiah which 
had been mentioned in Genesis 3:15. These 
Messianic promises run like a scarlet thread 
all through the Old Testament, becoming more 
definite and explicit as the centuries go by 
and the “fullness of time” approaches. In verse 
seven, when Abram comes to Sichem God tells 
him, “unto thy seed will I give this land.” 


In Hebrews 11:8-16 we are assured that it 
was “by faith” that Abram answered this call 
and sojourned in the land of promise. During 
his lifetime he never owned any of this land 
except what he purchased as a burying ground, 
but he had the “title-deed” to it when he be- 
lieved the promises of God. He was a pioneer 
who ventured forth on the promises of God 
and has a right to be called “father of the 
faithful.” Not only Jews, but many other peo- 
ples revere his name. 
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We feel ashamed of the incident described 
in verses 10-20, and I am sure that Abraham 
was ashamed of it, too, when he thought about 
it. Some have felt that it was a lack of faith 
which caused him to go down into Egypt. 
We cannot be sure of that, but his cowardly 
and deceptive course of action in regard to 
Sarai was certainly very unbecoming in a man 
of faith. The rebuke of Pharoah is deserved. 
Even Homer nods, and a man of faith may 
waver at times. Abram’s “strong point” was 
his faith, and sometimes Satan tempts us at 
our strong point. Wolfe was victorious over 
Montcalm on the plains of Abraham because 
he scaled the rocky cliff which was thought 
to be so impregnable that it needed no sentries. 


II. Abram Encouraged: Chapter 15. 


Abram was not a man of war, and after his first 
and only warlike expedition described in chap- 
ter 14 — the rescue of Lot who had been taken 
captive — he probably felt discouraged and 
somewhat afraid. God answers this feeling of 
fear by saying, “Fear not, Abram: I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” In 
other words, I will protect you from the warring 
tribes and will reward you richly. 


Then Abram voices his greatest disappoint- 
ment: “Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: 
and lo, one born in my house is mine heir.” 
Then the Lord reassures him: This shall not 
be thine heir; but he that shall come out of 
thine own bowels shall be thine heir. He fur- 
ther promises that his seed shall be like the 
stars in the sky. Then there follows the verse 
quoted by Paul in Romans 4:3,22; “And he 
believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him 
for righteousness.” Here is imputed righteous- 
ness, even the righteousness of faith. 


Abram believed, but like Gideon, he wanted 
further assurance, so he said, Lord God, where- 
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by shall I know that I shall inherit it? There 
follows one of the most awesome scenes in 
the Bible. Abram takes some animals and birds 
for a sacrifice and when the sun went down 
a deep sleep fell upon Abram and the horror 
of a great darkness. God spoke to him telling 
him that his seed should be a stranger in a 
land that was not theirs where they would 
be afflicted four hundred years, but would 
come out with great substance. (The slavery 
in Egypt and their deliverance). Then there 
appeared a smoking furnace and a burning lamp 
which passed between the animals he had 
divided. In the same day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abram promising him all the 
land which stretched from the river of Egypt 
to the Euphrates. In this solemn and impres- 
sive way a covenant was made, (literally, “cut’’) 
with Abram, to guarantee his possession of 
the land in the future. 


Ill. Hagar and Ishmael: Chapter 16. 


It is hard to “wait upon the Lord.” We get 
impatient and take matters into our own hands 
and thus bring trouble and sorrow upon our- 
selves. There is no excuse for either Abram 
or Sarai and the scheme she proposed almost 
brought disaster upon all concerned. Sarai sug- 
gests to her husband that since she had no 
child, he would take Hagar, her handmaid, as 
a second wife, and raise up children by her. 

. Up to this time the home of Abram and Sarai 
* seemed to have been a very happy one with 
the exception of their one big disappointment 
— no child had come to Sarai. God had prom- 
ised a child but He appeared to be so slow 
in keeping that promise that Sarai’s faith wav- 
ered, and perhaps Abram’s also, and this un- 
worthy suggestion is made and followed. The 
home is immediately turned into a place of 
confusion, jealousy, and oppression. What a 
mess we make of our affairs when we depart 
from the right way and seek to follow our 
own devices rather than wait upon God and 
trust Him. Expediency is never the right or 
safe method to follow, either for individuals 
or nations. Hagar despises her mistress and 
Sarai retaliates by dealing harshly with her, 
so she flees from the home. She is met by an 
angel who commands her to go back and submit 
to Sarai. We can easily imagine the situation 
from now on, and are not surprised at the 
final outcome when Hagar and her son Ishmael 
are cast out. (See Genesis 21:9-21) Ishmael 
became a “wild man”; his hand against every 
man. 


IV. The Covenant Renewed: Token of 
Circumcision: Chapter 17. 


God did not forsake Abram and Sarai in 
spite of what took place in chapter 16. He is 
very merciful and patient with us even when 
we make foolish, and often tragic mistakes. 
When Abram was 99 years old God appeared 
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to him and said, I am the Almighty God: walk 
before me and be thou perfect. Then He re- 
news the covenant, assuring Abram that he 
would be the father of many nations. He 
changes his name from Abram to Abraham, 
signifying this fact. 

The seal of this renewed covenant is to be 
circumcision. He also changed Sarai’s name 
to Sarah and promised that she should be the 
mother of nations. Abraham laughed at the 
idea of their having a child in their old age, 
and asked that Ishmael might be his heir and 
live before him. But God promised that Sarah 
should have a child and call his name Isaac. 
(Laughter) Both Abraham and Sarah had 
laughed at the idea. In Hebrews we are told 
that it was “by faith” that this marvellous 
event took place. The Reformed churches as 
a whole look upon Baptism as taking the place 
of Circumscision and being the seal of the New 
Covenant of which Jesus speaks. Just as infants 
were members of the Old Testament Church 
so we believe that children of believing parents 
are to be baptized as members of that Body. 

V. The Testing of Abraham: Chapter 22. 

This is one of the most dramatic and soul- 
thrilling chapters in the Bible. It is the supreme 
test of Abraham’s faith. The writer of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews describes it this way: 
“By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Isaac: and he that had received the promises 
offered up his only begotten son, of whom it 
was said, that in Isaac shall thy seed be called: 
accounting that God was able to raise him up, 
even from the dead.” I am sure that no man 
in the Bible had a more severe test of his faith 
and obedience. 


We can almost see Abraham and Isaac as 
they slowly ascend the mountain and hear the 
conversation between them. Let us not forget 
Isaac’s part; his submission. Abraham called 
the name of the place Jehovah-Jireh, meaning, 
God will provide. When Isaac had asked, Where 
is the lamb? Abraham had replied, My son, 
God will provide himself a lamb. 


God spared Abraham’s son and substituted 
a ram caught in the thicket, but God spared 
not His Only-begotten Son, but delivered Him 
up for us all. 


It is natural and fitting that after this scene 
the angel of the Lord called unto him and 
blessed him. (See 22:15-18). 


Note: Day by Day, on page 10, also has illuminating 
notes on the Call of Abram. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 12 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Why Not Now” 


Scripture: Ephesians 5:22-33. 


Suggested Hymns: 
“He Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought” 
“My Times Are In Thy Hands” 
“Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 


(Again we suggest that you invite a couple 
or a person to be present at the meeting who 
can answer questions and guide in the dis- 
cussion.) 


Program Leader: 

In almost every high school there are several 
married students. Those who are in a position 
to know tell us that there are more marriages 
among very young people now than in many 
years. Early marriages are not altogether new, 
because in pioneer days it was the custom. If 
we inquire, we may well find that our great- 
grandparents and their parents were married 
at a very early age. In those days most of the 
training for both boys and girls was of a prac- 
tical nature and was received in the home. 
Young people were prepared for the responsi- 
bilities of homemaking and earning a living 
far sooner then than they are now. Early mar- 
riages today are not due to the same reasons 
that they were a hundred or more years ago. 


It has been suggested that two important 
factors in many early marriages today are: (1) 
the relative plentifulness of money. Many boys 
and girls have more money to spend today than 
whole families had to live on a generation ago. 
More young people are more nearly able to 
afford marriage today than ever before. (2) 
The social pace of children and young people 
is being rapidly increased. In one of our South- 
ern cities it was discovered that parents were 
encouraging their sixth and seventh grade chil- 
dren to attend dances, parties, and other social 
functions just like the adults. It is surely to 
be expected that such an abnormal situation 
would lead to early marriages as well as other 
complications. 


A very fine Christian man who serves as 
judge of a domestic relations court says that 
early marriage is one of the most serious prob- 
lems in his court. Some of these early marriages 
dlo succeed in spite of the handicaps, but we 
must recognize that they have obstacles to over- 
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come which are not found in the marriages of 
more mature people. Even though we are not 
planning to be married while still in our teens, 
we shall do well to know what the problems are 
which confront early marriages. 


First Speaker: 

No person likes to admit that he is immature, 
but the fact is that most teenagers are not ma- 
ture enough for marriage. In general, our so- 
ciety and educational system do not prepare 
young people for the responsibilities of home- 
making, parenthood, and earning a living until 
they are in their early twenties. The work is 
harder and the responsibilities are heavier than 
many are ready to assume. There are other teen- 
age newlyweds who have found after it was too 
late that they were homesick for the protection 
and comfort of their own parents. These are 
some of the reasons behind the alarmingly high 
divorce rate among the very young. 


Second Speaker: 

Another problem that many early marriages 
lead to is that of missed opportunities. Many 
young husbands and wives discover that they 
would like to exchange the drudgery of house 
work and bread winning for a college education, 
but being married makes it harder to go to 
college. Still others find that they have missed 
out on part of the normal social life that other 
young people enjoy. Others find that being 
married practically closes certain vocations to 
them. These discoveries put an undue strain 
on marriages. Some people react to these missed 
opportunities by brooding about them, and 
others seek to compensate for what they have 
missed by ignoring the responsibilities of their 
marriage. 


Third Speaker: 


Finances loom as a high hurdle for many 
a young couple. Many young husbands who 
have curtailed their education in order to get 
married suddenly find that their limited learn- 
ing puts a definite limit on their earnings. Most 
young couples are willing to stretch their dol- 
lars at the beginning of their married life... 
it is rather exciting to be on their own, but 
when family expenses start rising faster than 
earning power there come times of bitter dis- 
illusionment. 
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Some young couples are fortunate enough, 
as they think, to have their marriage financed 
by indulgent parents. As long as parents pay 
the bills the marriage is dependent on them, 
and this should not be. The Bible says a man 
should “leave his father and mother.” This 
means financial separation too. In order to suc- 


ceed, our homes need to be independent. 


Fourth Speaker: 

In many cases very early marriages run into 
the additional difficulty of having incurred the 
displeasure of one or both families. Most parents 
are very anxious that their children reach the 
accepted age and state of maturity before they 
are married. Any marriage which does not have 
the enthusiastic support of both families must 
bear an unneeded strain. This is especially true 
in the case of secret marriages. The approval of 
parents means so much to a marriage that every 
couple ought to think very cautiously about 


doing anything that would cause their parents 
concern. 


Program Leader. 

These are some of the standard answers to 
the question “Why not now?” with regard to 
marriage. For every specific case there will be 
other considerations. One of the standard ob- 
jections by young couples who are urged to 
postpone their weddings is that they are afraid 
their romance will break up if they wait. If 
they are so unsure of themselves, there is all 
the more reason to wait. All who are consider- 
ing an early marriage should do some very 
serious thinking about all these factors which 
have been discussed, and, more importantly, 
they should do a great deal of praying for the 
direction of the Lord. 
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Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 


By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 


Sunday, May 12, Psalm 90:1-12. This is an 
ancient Psalm of Moses, majestic and “massively 
simple.” Isaac Watt’s famous hymn, “Oh, God, 
Our Help in Ages Past” is based upon it. How 
does each illustration in vv. 1-6 give a vivid 
picture of God’s eternity and man’s frailty? 
What do vv.9-10 add? How does God regard 
our sins (vv.7-8)? What practical moral lesson 
does the Psalmist draw from these truths (v.12) ? 
However, God is a refuge to those who are His 
(v.l). It is to this God, the covenant God of 
Israel (v.13), that the Psalmist makes his prayer 
(vv.13-17). This same God is our God, and 
though we have come to know Him through 
Christ more as a heavenly Father, we, too, need 
to pray the prayer of v.12. 


Monday, May 13, Genesis 12:1-9. Consider 
Abram’s situation when God called him (v.1). 
Notice his age (v.4), his family status (11:30), 
his financial condition (13:2). His father, 
Terah, had set out for Canaan, but had settled 
in Haran (11:31). Notice what God called upon 
Abram to leave (v.1)? What did God promise 
in exchange (vv.2-3)? How would you sum- 
marize the factors that would have kept an 
average person in Abram’s position where he 
was? Verses 7-8 reveal the attitude Abram had 
toward God that caused him to obey. Hebrews 
11:10 also mentions his motivation for going. 
The Christian must be willing to rise above 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











ek, 


Tr 





his material prosperity and security to seek first 
spiritual realities if he is to be used of God and 
find his life purposive. 


Tuesday, May 14, Genesis 13:2-12. Abram’s 
brother, Lot, went to Canaan with him (12:4). 
What was the basis of the strife that developed 
(vv.5-7) ? From Abram’s method of settling the 
dispute (vv.8-9), what relation would you say 
his faith had to his conduct? What type of 
person would you judge Lot to be from the 
choice he made (vv.10-11)? What did material 
prosperity do to Lot’s attitude toward sin 
(vv.12-13) ? Notice again the wonderful prom- 
ise God gave to Abram (vv.14-17) and Abram’s 
response to God (v.18b). What was soon to 
happen to the area that Lot chose (v.10b)? A 
man of the world may gain admiration from men 
for his good sense, but from God’s viewpoint 
be very shortsighted. 


Wednesday, May 15, Genesis 20:1-11. Even 
Abraham had his weak moments. Was it an 
outright lie he told about Sarah or a covering 
up of the truth (vv.2,12)? What was his reason 
for deceiving the King (v.11)? In what way 
did Abraham fail to trust God? As you read 
the story notice how careful God was watching 
over Abraham: protecting his wife (vv.2-7), 
supplying his needs (vv.14-16), hearing his 
prayers (vv.17-18). God was faithful even when 
\braham was not! What kind of person would 
you judge Abimelech to be from this story? 
Was he God-fearing? Was he honorable in his 
dealings? On the basis of your findings, do 
you think Abraham’s fear of v.11 was unfound- 
ed? What lessons should Abraham have learned 
through this experience? 


Thursday, May 16, Genesis 15:1-6. God had 
promised Abram a nation of descendants that 
would inherit the land of Canaan (12:1-3; 
13:14-18). In obedience to God’s command and 
upon the basis of this promise, Abram had gone 
out to the land of Canaan (12:4-7). Now he 
was getting old and there was still no child 
(15:1-3). Try to imagine Abram out under 
the stars at night as God spoke to him the 
promise of v.5. What thoughts might have 
occurred to him at that moment? Think of 
what was involved in Abram’s faith (v.6). What 
did he believe about God? What obstacles lay 


in the path of belief? Was his faith merely 
mental assent? Notice how important faith is 
in God's sight (v.6). Without it it is impossible 
to please Him (Hebrews 1:6). 


Friday, May 17, Genesis 17:15-21. Abraham 
had yielded to the pleadings of Sarah and had 
a child by her maid, Hagar (16:1-6). In spite 
of this attempt to accomplish God’s purpose 
in his own way, God kept His promise to Abra- 
ham concerning Sarah (17:16). Thus their 
names were changed, signifying that they would 
become the forbearers of multitudes (vv.4-5, 
15-16). Notice how time and age had caused 
Abraham to wonder (v.17). Does v.18 reveal 
actual unbelief on Abraham’s part? What con- 
tribution did the birth of Ishmael make to the 
establishing of God’s promise (vv.18-19,21) ? 
Christians are often tempted to doubt God 
when He does not keep His promises to them 
as quickly as they would like. Like Abraham, 
we foolishly plead with God to accomplish His 
will through our own anxious workings. Read 
James 1:3-4. 


Saturday, May 18, Genesis 22:1-14. God had 
promised Abraham that he and Sarah would 
have descendants (17:15-16). Isaac had been 
born almost supernaturally (21:1-5). The com- 
mand of 22:1-2 was the final test of Abraham's 
faith and obedience (vv.3-10). Would Abraham 
have slain his only son if God had wanted him 
to (vv. 9-14)? Hebrews 11:19 reveals Abraham’s 
thoughts in this test of his faith. God may not 
ask us to make some great sacrifice, go into 
missionary service or other full-time Christian 
work, but He does ask us for a willingness to 
do whatever may be His will day by day, be- 
lieving that our circumstances are “working to- 
gether for good.” Years later God showed His 
love for us when He did not spare His only 
Son — that His promise to Abraham might be 
fulfilled (vv.16-18). 
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Friends of Columbia Seminary Study Plans for Married Students’ Apartments 


Left to right: Mrs. Francis M. Womack, Jacksonville, Fla.; Mrs. Raleigh M. Engle, York, S. C.; 


A. M. Bowen, Newnan, Ga.; President J. McDowell - 
Richards; Mrs. Philip Arello, Florence, Ala.; Dr. P. D. Miller, Chairman, Board of Directors, Columbia 





GEORGIA 

Decatur — The First Annual Pilgrimage of the 
Columbia Friendship Circle was held on Thursday, 
April 4, 1957. A total of 286 Presbyterians, many 
of whom came more than 300 miles to be present, 
attended the program which had been arranged for 
the day. 

After registering in Campbell Hall at 10:30 
A. M., the members of the Friendship Circle at- 
tended a service conducted in the chapel by the 
Columbia Seminary Choir at 11:00. The business 
meeting of the Circle was held at noon with Mrs. 
A. M. Bowen of Newnan, Ga., chairman of the 
Executive Council, presiding. Mrs. Francis Wo- 
mack of Jacksonville, Fla., presented a brief his- 
tory of the Circle and emphasized the following 
objectives of the organization: 

“To surround Columbia Seminary with loving 
hearts to pray for it, to tell about it, and to give 
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to it.” Mrs. Womack also reported that during 
1956, the first full year of the Circle’s life, 4,831 
members had been enrolled and that these had con- 
tributed a total of $21,455.41. In accordance with 
the decision of the Executive Council announced 
at the beginning of the year, all gifts received 
during 1956 were added to the Peter Marshall 
Memorial Fund which is to be used in endowing 
the seminary’s Department of Homiletics. 


Additional speakers during the program were 
Dr. J.G.S.S. Thomson, Dr. Robert L. Stamper, and 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards. Upon recommendation 
of the Executive Council and after full opportun- 
ity for discussion, it was unanimously voted that 
the Circle’s financial project for 1957 should be 
the securing of funds to assist in providing addi- 
tional apartments for married students in the 
seminary. 
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Decatur — The Fifth World Missions Confer- 
ence sponsored by the Society of Missionary In- 
quiry of Columbia Theological Seminary was held 
at Rock Eagle State Park near Eatonton, Ga., 
April 5-7. 

Those who attended were Seminary and gradu- 
ate students, faculty, medical and nursing stu- 
dents, college students, high school students in 
the last two years of school, adult advisors, min- 
isters, and missionaries. It was specifically held 
to present World Missions to the young people 
of the Presbyterian Church of the United States. 


The whole conference was centered around the 
risen Christ and His great commission, “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.”” From the heart warming singing, 
prayers, messages, and discussions one could tell 
that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was hon- 
ored and that in a very real way the Holy Ghost 
was present. 

The messages brought by the speakers were on 
the following subjects: Dr. James Sprunt, “You 
are a missionary with a message”; Dr. J. G. S. S. 
Thomson, “You are a missionary with a motive’; 
Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger, “You are a missionary 
with a responsibility”; Dr. S. Hugh Bradley, ‘You 
are a missionary with a challenge.” 


One of the highlights of the conference was 
the personal testimony given by Sakaie Kobayashi. 
Mr. Kobayashi told of how he was converted from 
a Kamakaze pilot during World War II to a preach- 
er of the good news of Jesus Christ. He is now 
studying at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York. 


The following missionaries were not only pres- 
ent but also conducted classes on their work in 
their respective countries and were interviewed 
before the whole conference Saturday night: Rev. 
“Hap” Neville; Rev. Sidney Anderson; Rev. Bill 
Mulcay; Dr. William Rule, III; Dr. Eugene Kellers- 
berger; Mr. James Halverstadt; Rev. Lachlin Vass; 
Mrs. Lachlin Vass; Mrs. Eugene Kellersberger; Mr. 
Bruce Beardsley; Dr. James Boyce; Mrs. James 
Boyce; Miss Juanita Connell; Rev. Sakaie Koba- 
yashi; Mr. Shin Ishimaru; Mr. Petrie Mitchell; Mr. 
Eugene Daniel; Mr. Chin Sei Yu; Mr. Hae Chun 
Chung; Rev. E. H. Hamilton; Mrs. E. H. Hamil- 
ton; Rev. George Judson; Mrs. George Hudson; 
Miss Gussie Fraser; Miss Marion Wilcox; Miss Mar- 
garet Sells; Dr. J. G. S. S. Thompson; Mrs. J. G. 
S. S. Thompson. 


The total number to attend this conference was 
between 800 and 825 young people. At the end 
of the conference nineteen young people who were 
mostly of college age did for the first time defi- 
nitely commit themselves to be missionaries for 
Christ in one of the countries which is being evan- 
gelized by the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


The Sixth World Missions Conference will be held 
some time in April, 1958. From the overwhelm- 
ing response that was shown at this year’s confer- 
ence the Society of Missionary Inquiry is expecting 
a capacity crowd next year. 


Columbus — The regular spring meeting of 
Southwest Georgia Presbytery was held in the Don- 
alsonville Presbyterian Church on April 11th. 


Rev. N. G. Barron of Americus was elected as 
Moderator but later in the meeting asked to be 
dismissed to East Alabama Presbytery, effective 
June the first, in order that he may accept the 
pastorate of the Eufaula Church. 


The Presbytery observed the Lord’s Supper with 
Rev. E. P. Mobley and Rev. R. J. James officiat- 
ing. The elements were served by elders of the 
Donalsonville Church. 


The Committee on Education announced a full 
schedule of rallies for the summer. The Pioneer 
Camp will be held the first week in July and the 
Conference for Young People the second week in 
July. These will be held in Abraham Baldwin Col- 
lege, Tifton, Georgia. 


Candidate Paul E. Smith was received from Pee 
Dee Presbytery, examined and licensed. He ac- 
cepted the call of the Henderson Church, Albany, 
and will be ordained and installed as pastor upon 
his graduation from Columbia Seminary later in 
the summer. 


The ladies of the Donalsonville Church served 
an excellent meal to the members of the Presby- 
try during the noon hour. 


The summer meeting of the Presbytery will be 
held in Covenant Church, Albany, on July 16th, 
and Rev. R. B. McNeill of Columbus is the mod- 
erator-in-nomination. 





ALABAMA 


Birmingham — The First Presbyterian Church 
of Birmingham officially opened its new $274,000 
educational building in early April at a congrega- 
tional dinner and worship service. 


Following that service the members of the 
church’s building committee were recognized. Col. 
Wm. J. Rushton is chairman of the committee. 


The building is a two-story Gothic-style educa- 
tional building connecting with the church’s old 
educational building and the sanctuary by means 
of a U-shaped design. Construction of the build- 
ing began April 15, 1956. 


All of the children’s and young peoples’ depart- 
ments of the Sunday School are housed in the new 
building which also has a fellowship and dining 
hall with a modern kitchen. The dining hall will 
accommodate 300 persons. 





Birmingham — The congregation of the Wylam 
Presbyterian Church here recently burned the 
mortgage on the church and heard the Rev. Robert 
Williamson, pastor, say that the church would re- 
ceive a refund of more than $700 on insurance 
through a rate reduction. 








KING COLLEGE 


... Coeducational ... Founded 1867 
Sound weg « ae under vigorous Christian influences. Fully accredited. 
Four-year Liberal Arts, Sciences, Business Education. Four Types of Scholarships: 
(1) Competitive, (2) Academic, (3) Grant in Aid, (4) Remunerative Work. Sixty- 


acre campus. Athletics. Dormitories. Summer Session. 


Board, room, and tuition, $895.00. Catalog and illustrated booklet. 
R. T. L. LISTON, PRESIDENT — BOX “J,” BRISTOL, TENN. 
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The burning of the mortgage took place during 
a special session and a farewell party for the Rev. 
Williamson and his family. Mr. Williamson has 
now begun a pastorate at the Lake Forest Presby- 
terian Church in Knoxville, Tenn. 





LOUISIANA 


New Orleans — Two resolutions opposing “the 
re-appearance of gambling” in the New Orleans 
area, and the proposed sale of beer in the city hall, 
were adopted at the recent meeting of the New 
Orleans Presbytery, the Rev. Max Ecke, stated 
clerk, announced. 


Members of the Presbytery unanimously passed 
a resolution calling upon Louisiana’s Gov. Earl K. 
Long to instruct state police Supt. J. N. Brown 
to take immediate steps to close gambling houses 
which they say are operating openly in the metro- 
politan New Orleans area. 


The second resolution requested Mayor deLes- 
seps S. Morrison and members of the New Orleans 
city council to reconsider a recent decision al- 
lowing the sale of beer to city employes at the 
new city hall. 





New Orleans — The cornerstone-laying cere- 
monies for the new sanctuary of the Metairie 
Ridge Presbyterian Church near here was held 
in early April. 


The Rev. John W. Bracey, pastor since 1938, 
delivered a special sermon commemorating the 
event, and sealed the cornerstone in place at the 
conclusion of the service. 


The new building being constructed on the site 
of the original structure is of colonial design and 


has a seating capacity of approximately 500 per- 
sons. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Congaree Presbytery met in Called Session in 
the Rose Hill Presbyterian Church, Columbia, §.C., 
on March 25th. Candidate Wm. Paul McKinnon 
was given a transfer to Enoree Presbytery in 
order that he might accept work in that Presby- 
tery upon his graduation from the Seminary this 
Spring. 


Rev. Samuel G. Andreasen was received from the 
College Springs Presbytery of the United Presby- 
terian Church and orders were taken for his in- 
stallation as Pastor of the Grace Presbyterian 
Church, Aiken, S. C. 


Rev. J. S. Harvard was received from Florida 
Presbytery. He is to be Church Extension worker 
for Congaree Presbytery with special emphasis on 
the new Forest Lake Church and the Oakland Ave- 
nue Church, both in Columbia, S. C. 


Mr. John Conway Ropp, a deacon in the Arsenal 
Hill Church of Columbia, was received as a can- 
didate for the Gospel Ministry. He plans to enter 
Columbia Theological Semnary this Fall. 

Rev. J. S. Mann is Moderator. 

Alex M. Mitchell, Stated Clerk 
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WORLD MISSIONS RECEIPTS 
Budget for 1957 $3,500,000.00 


Receipts to date 480,061.27 
Percentage of Annual Budget 

received for 1957 13.71%, 
Balance needed for 1957 3,019,938.73 


Curry B. Hearn 





TENNESSEE 


Bristol — Winners have been announced in the 
King College, Bristol, Tenn., General Competitive 
Scholarship Contest. 


First-place winners of a $2,000 scholarship were 
Miss Betty Moore of Mobile, Ala., and Mr. Jack 
C. Oates of Sweetwater, Tenn. 


Second-place winners of a $1,200 scholarship 
were Miss Sara A. Behrens of Broadway, Va., Mr. 
Larry William Payne of Chattanooga, Tenn., and 
Mr. James Rose of Miami, Fla. 


Third-place winners of a $600 scholarship were 
Miss Martha Clemmons of Columbus, Ga., Miss 
Susan L. Cooper of Charlotte, N. C., Mr. Gillis 
Doughtie of Ozark, Ala., Mr. Richard Pasley of 
Memphis, Tenn., Mr. Ronald Ragon of Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., and Mr. Carl Rogers of Bluff City, 
Tenn. 


The King College Scholarship Contest is becom- 
ing more widely known throughout the Presby- 
terian Church. This year seventy-eight applicants 
in twelve southern states competed for these 
awards. Records of the contest for the past six 
years also show that the quality of achievement 
by the participating students is steadily rising. 





Nashville — Mr. and Mrs. Oscar McDowell Mar- 
vin, Jr., of Winston-Salem, N. C., have been ap- 
pointed missionaries for the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. Announcement of their appointment was 
made in the late March by the Board of World 
Missions with headquarters in Nashville. 


Mr. and Mrs. Marvin were appointed as short 
term Hospital Administrator missionaries to Japan. 
They will serve at the Yodogawa Christian Hos- 
pital, Osaka, for three years, after attending the 
Institute for Outgoing Missionaries at Montreat, 
N. C., this summer. The Yodogawa Christian Hos- 
pital, finest and most modern in Japan, was given 
to the people of Osaka by the Women of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church. It was completed in 1956. 





Nashville — The Rev. and Mrs. Hugh Linton 
of our Korea Mission announce the birth of a son, 
Andrew M., born March 20, in Korea. 


The Lintons have been in Korea since 1953 
where they are engaged in the evangelistic work 
of the Mission. They have four other children, 
three sons and a daughter. 


The Rev and Mrs. John Coffin and family of 
our Congo Mission arrived in this country April 11 
for their annual furlough. 


The Rev. and Mrs. Donnell McCall and their 
two small sons are scheduled to arrive in the 
United States in late April for their regular fur- 
lough in this country. The McCalls serve in our 
Japan Mission. 
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VIRGINIA 


NORFOLK PRESBYTERY 


Norfolk Presbytery met April 9th in the Severn 
Presbyterian Church, Gloucester County, Virginia, 
with 46 ministers and 37 ruling elders present. The 
Rev. Donald Wm. Kaller was elected Moderator. 


The following were received: 


Rev. Francis J. Brook, Jr., D. D., from Abingdon 
Presbytery. He is Stated Supply of the Second 
Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. William B. Abbot from Winchester Presby- 
tery. He is pastor of the Oakdale Church, Nor- 
folk, Va. 


Rev. E. Crowell Cooley, from Winchester Pres- 
bytery, pastor of the Calvary Presbyterian Church, 
Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. Robert L. Combs from Albemarle Presby- 
tery, pastor of the Squires Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. Ragland N. Fletcher from Holston Presby- 
tery, pastor of the La Crosse Memorial Presby- 
terian Church, Phoebus, Va. 


Rev. Herbert L. Underwood from Potomac Pres- 
bytery, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 
Newport News, Va. 


Candidate John K. Mann from Winchester Pres- 
bytery was licensed and will be ordained as pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Cape Charles, Va. 

Candidate George D. Heath from Norfolk Presby- 
tery was licensed and will be ordained as Assistant 
Pastor of the Knox Presbyterian Church, Nor- 
folk, Va. 


Rev. John B. Rice was released as pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of South Norfolk, Va., 
that he may accept the call of the Third Presby- 
terian Church (formerly Park Avenue) of Nor- 
folk, Va. 


Rev. Irving R. Stubbs was released as assistant 
missionary pastor of the Royster Memorial Church 
that he may become pastor of the St. Columba 
Presbyterian Church of Norfolk, Va. 


Rev. George M. Apperson, Jr., was released 
from his pastorate of the Francis Makemie, Naomi 
Makemie and Clark Churches on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia that he may begin graduate work at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


Mr. Joseph Nelson Cox of the Armstrong Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church, Norfolk, Va., and Mr. 
Minora Fukuda of the Yorkminster Presbyterian 
Church of Warwick, Va., were examined and taken 
under the care of Presbytery as candidates for the 
ministry. 


Rev. Donald William Kaller was recommended 
to the World Mission Board for work in Korea. 


Rev. Richard S. Ruggles resigned as assistant 
pastor of the Royster Memorial Church and was 
appointed temporary supply of the same church. 


A commission was appointed to organize the 
congregation at Green Acres as a church bearing 
that name. 


The next stated meeting will be held in the 
5 Ty Church, Warwick, Va., July 16, 1957, 
at - Vl. 
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